Patenting Trends
Calendar Year 1999

In caendar year 1999, the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office granted a record 169,154 patent
documents, including 153,493 uitility, 14,732 design, 421 plant, and 448 reissue patents, and 60
datutory invention regigtrations. Annua grants for al patents increased by 3.6 percent over the total for
calendar year 1998 (163,208 grants in 1998). Utility patent grants (patents for invention) in 1999
represent a4 percent increase over the total for 1998 (147,520).

In 1999, the share of al patents that were issued to U.S-resident inventors was 55.6 percent,
unchanged from the U.S. share for 1998. Cadlifornia resdent inventors claimed a 20.0 percent share
(18,865 patents) of these U.S.-resident inventor patents, followed by resident inventors from New
York (7.3 percent, 6,900 patents), Texas (6.8 percent, 6,424 patents), New Jersey (4.6 percent,
4,372 patents), and Illinois (4.6 percent, 4,308 patents). U.S. resident-inventors of the following areas
had the largest percentage increases in patent receipts from 1998 to 1999: Puerto Rico, Idaho, South
Dakota, Kentucky, Arkansas, Kansas, and Wyoming.

There were 20,543 patents granted to U.S. independent inventors in 1999, dightly fewer than the 1998
count of U.S. independent inventor patents (20,765). The U.S. independent inventor patent share of al
patents issued to U.S.-resident inventors in 1999 was 21.8 percent, down from a 22.9 percent share in
1998.

Foreign-resident inventors claimed a 44.4 percent share of al U.S. patentsissued in 1999. The share of
U.S. patents that were issued to Japan-resident inventors in caendar year 1999 was 19.2 percent,
down from 19.7 percent in 1998. The 1999 share of U.S. patents that were issued to Germany-
resident inventors remained at 5.9 percent.

In 1999, Tawan moved ahead of France into third position among foreign countries whose residents
patented in the United States. South Korea moved into sixth place, edging ahead of Canada. Countries
with the largest percentage increases in annual patent receipts in 1999, as compared to 1998, include
Ireland, Austria, Mexico, India, Tawan, Denmark, Sweden, People's Republic of China, Singapore,
and Brazil.

The deven foreign countries that received the most U.S. patents during caendar year 1999 are
displayed below. Also included below is a table that lists states and countries and their percentage
change in patenting from 1998 to 1999.

1999 1999 Share of (1998) (1998 to 1999)

Rank # Patents Al Patents Country * (Rank in 1998) (# Patents) (Change in # Patents)

1 32,515 19.2%  Japan (D (32,119) ( +1.2%)
2 9, 896 5. 9% Ger nany (2) (9, 582) (+ 3.3%)
3 4,526 2. 7% Tai wan (4) (3, 805) ( +18.9%)
4 4,097 2. 4% France (3) (3,991) (+2.7%)
5 3, 900 2.3% Uni ted Ki ngdom (5) (3,726) (+4.7%)
6 3,679 2.2% Sout h Korea (7) (3,362) ( +9.4%)
7 3,678 2.2% Canada (6) (3,537) ( + 4.0%)
8 1, 686 1. 0% Italy (8) (1, 820) (- 7.4%)
9 1,542 0. 9% Sweden (11) (1, 346) ( +14.6%)
10 1, 396 0. 8% Net her | ands (9) (1,382) ( + 1.0%)

SOURCE: U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Technology Assessment and Forecast database  (2-22-00)



11 1,391 0. 8% Swi t zer | and (10) (1,373) ( +1.3%)

94, 096 55.6%  United States (90, 701) ( +3.7%)
169, 154 100.0% Al Countries (163,208) ( + 3.6%)

* Please note that the country of origin is deternmined by the residence of the first-named i nventor.

SOURCE: U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Technology Assessment and Forecast database  (2-22-00)



Regional Patenting, Annual Percentage Change in Patenting, Calendar Year 1998 to 1999

(countsinclude utility, design, plant, and reissue patents, and statutory invention registrations)
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Patenting Trends, Annual Percentage Change in Patenting, Calendar Year 1998 to 1999

(countsinclude utility, design, plant, and reissue patents, and statutory invention registrations)

QOUNTRY * 1998 1999 TOTAL Annual % COUNTRY * 1998 1999 TOTAL Annual %

98- 99 | ncr ease I ncrease
ALBAN A 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents MEXI CO e 94 171 22.1%
ALGER A 1 0 1 -100. 0% MOLDOVA, REPUB 0 3 3 No 1998 Patents
ANDCRRA 2 1 3 -50. 0% MINACO 7 15 22 114. 3%
ANGU LLA 1 0 1 -100. 0% MOROCCO 2 2 4 0. 0%
ANTI GUA + BARB 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents MYANVAR 1 0 1 -100. 0%
ARAB EM RATES 1 3 4 200. 0% NETH ANTI LLES 1 0 1 -100. 0%
ARGENTI NA 46 46 92 0. 0% NETHERLANDS 1382 1396 2778 1. 0%
ARVEN A 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents NEW CALEDONI A 1 0 1 -100. 0%
AUSTRALI A 830 832 1662 0.2% NEW ZEALAND 145 134 279 -7.6%
AUSTR A 408 505 913 23.8% N CARAGLA 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents
AZERBAI JAN 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents N GER A 2 0 2 -100. 0%
THE BAHAMAS 10 11 21 10. 0% NORFCLK | SLAND 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents
BAHRAI N 0 2 2 No 1998 Patents NCORVWAY 232 246 478 6. 0%
BARBADCS 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents PAKI STAN 2 0 2 -100. 0%
BELARUS 8 5 13 -37.5% PANAVA 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents
BELG UM 755 718 1473 -4. 9% PARAGUAY 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents
BERWUDA 2 1 3 -50. 0% PERU 5 3 8 -40. 0%
BCLIVI A 1 1 2 0. 0% PH LI PPI NES 19 21 40 10. 5%
BRAZI L 88 98 186 11. 4% PCLAND 19 20 39 5. 3%
BULGAR A 4 3 7 -25. 0% PORTUGAL 12 6 18 -50. 0%
CANADA 3537 3678 7215 4. 0% ROVAN A 3 4 7 33.3%
CAYMAN | SLANDS 6 2 8 -66. 7% RUSSI AN FEDERA 194 185 379 -4.6%
CH LE 17 12 29 -29. 4% SAINT KITTS + 2 0 2 -100. 0%
CH NA HONG KON 373 413 786 10. 7% SAN MAR NO 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents
CH NA, PECPLE 88 99 187 12. 5% SAUDI ARABI A 14 13 27 -7.1%
QCLOMBI A 4 6 10 50. 0% SI NGAPCRE 136 152 288 11. 8%
OCSTA R CA 5 11 16 120. 0% SLOVAKI A 2 6 8 200. 0%
CRQOATI A 14 16 30 14. 3% SLOVEN A 20 13 33 -35. 0%
CUBA 5 3 8 - 40. 0% SQUTH AFR CA 132 127 259 -3.8%
CZECH REPUBLI C 17 25 42 47. 1% SQUTH KCREA 3362 3679 7041 9. 4%
CZECHOSLOVAKI A 9 5 14 -44. 4% SPAI N 308 265 573 -14. 0%
DENVARK 500 588 1088 17. 6% SR LANKA 2 0 2 -100. 0%
DCM N CAN REPU 0 3 3 No 1998 Patents SUR NAME 0 2 2 No 1998 Patents
ECQUADCR 6 4 10 -33.3% SWEDEN 1346 1542 2888 14. 6%
EGYPT 1 3 4 200. 0% SW TZERLAND 1373 1391 2764 1.3%
EL SALVADCR 1 0 1 -100. 0% SYR A 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents
ESTON A 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents TA WAN 3805 4526 8331 18. 9%
FI NLAND 629 695 1324 10. 5% THAI LAND 21 29 50 38. 1%
FRANCE 3991 4097 8088 2. 7% TR N DAD TOBAG 2 1 3 -50. 0%
CGERVANY 9582 9896 19478 3.3% TURKEY 2 4 6 100. 0%
GHANA 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents TURKS AND CAIC 1 0 1 -100. 0%
GREECE 17 24 41 41. 2% USSR 6 3 9 -50. 0%
GUATENVALA 2 1 3 -50. 0% WKRAI NE 17 20 37 17. 6%
HAITI 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents UN TED KINGDOM 3726 3900 7626 4. 7%
HONDURAS 4 2 6 -50. 0% URUGLAY 3 4 7 33.3%
HUNGARY 52 39 91 -25. 0% UZBEKI STAN 1 1 2 0. 0%
| CELAND 7 12 19 71. 4% VENEZUELA 29 39 68 34.5%
I NDI A 94 114 208 21. 3% M ET NAM 0 2 2 No 1998 Patents
| NDCNESI A 10 5 15 -50. 0% MRAN (BRTIS 3 3 6 0. 0%
| RAN 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents YUGCSLAVI A 4 3 7 -25. 0%
| RELAND 81 104 185 28. 4% Z| MBABWE 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents
| SRAEL 820 792 1612 -3.4%
I TALY 1820 1686 3506 -7.4% TOTAL 163208 169154 332362 3. 6%
JAVAI CA 1 1 2 0. 0%
JAPAN 32119 32515 64634 1. 2%
JORDAN 3 1 4 -66. 7% * Please note that the country of origin is deternined by
KAZAKHSTAN 1 1 2 0. 0% the residence of the first-named inventor.
KENYA 1 2 3 100. 0%
KU T 6 13 19 116. 7%
LATVI A 1 3 4 200. 0%
LEBANCN 3 2 5 -33.3%
LI ECHTENSTEI N 16 15 31 -6.3%
LI THUAN A 3 2 5 -33.3%
LUXEMBOURG 46 35 81 -23. 9%
MADAGASCAR 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents
MALAYSI A 35 34 69 -2.9%
MALTA 2 0 2 -100. 0%
MARSHALL | SLAN 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents
MAUR Tl US 0 1 1 No 1998 Patents

SOURCE: U.S. PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
Technology Assessment and Forecast database  (2-22-00)



